.. the daily rain
comes late today,
almost with a smile,

falling softly into the bog,
into the ocean.

...the sun falls in discs of gold
over meadows and (rees,
lying there as round as coins and as bright as coins
and sometimes a coin hops
onto the back of a rabbit
and drops off onto the meadow.

(from Heinrich Boll:
Irish Journal)
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I 1e German Nobel
Laurcate Heinrich Boll
loved Ireland. To him

it was a land of inspirational

peacefulness, where the

“comeleries are [ull of

people the world could not

do without”, a plenliful
source of energy for his
penmanship.

For several decades, he and his
family spent many months in Ireland
each year, parlicularly in their house
in Dugort on Achill Island, Co. Mayo,
This plain reslored coltage amidst the
hedges of gorse and luchasia with its
unbarred view onto the open sea
served as birthplace for many - 68,
according to his own information - of
his works.

In 1983, two years before his death,
Heinrich Boll visited this place,
charged with memories and emo-
lions, [or a last time.

Since 1992, the Heinrich Boll Cottage
has been developing inlo a modest
centre for various artists from all
over the world. With the support of
the Heinrich Béll Foundation, the
Rall family and Mayo County Coun-
cil, it was possible lo successfully
implement an ,Arlisis-in-Residence®
grant programme under the eustody
of the Heinrich B6ll Commiltec,
Achill.

On January 1, 1998, the German
registered charity Netzwerk Trland
e.V. (Network Ireland) leased the
Heinrich Boll Cottage [rom Lhe joinl
heirs, explicitly voicing the intent o
[ollow the practice of specilic support
for artistic and cultural projects
wilhin the framework of its objective
*lo fosler German-Irish understand-
ing in the lelds of cullure, politics
and sociely.”

The idea is that this inspirational
place shall provide artists and other
cullural aclivists with a lemporary
domicile [or the work on or realisa-
tion of their respective projects.

At the end of 1999, Bill's joint heirs
decided to sell the whole property.
However, il is the mulual aim of all
involved, lo do everything possible Lo
allow for the continuation of the
artislic scheme,

The activilies necessary for a
purchase of the property are beyond
the linancial abilities of Netzwerk
Irland e.V.

Therefore, in agreement with Ball’s
joinl heirs, a committee was cn-
trusted with the preparation for the
establishment of a charilable sociely
to secure the sponsorship for the
maintenance of the cottage and the
continuation of the arlistic scheme.
The work ol this committee is based
on the programmatic four-point
agenda Save the Cottage (el appen-
dix). The charitable sociely has been
established in the meantime and is
registered with the Amtsgericht
Franklurl.

For the purchase and urgent reno-
valion work, the initial sum of
approx. DM 500,000 (IR£ 200,000) is
needed. Boll’s joinl heirs conceded
the commillee a general right of first
refusal until autumn 2000,

To keep up an exchange of art and
cullure between nalions, truly
“humanislic” in lhe sense of Hein-
rich Ball, we depend on and appeal
for your support in whatever way.

Some forly years ago, with his Irish
Journal, Heinrich Bill created one of
the most beautiful and perceplive
portraits of Ireland cver to be
written. And despite many changes,
even loday “This Ireland exists” -
especially so on Achill.

Please help to preserve this inspi-
rational reservoir.



How you can help
to save the
Heinrich Baoll Cottage

1. Purchase and renovalion

The most urgenl task is naturally to
purchase and maintain the property.
By autwmn 2000 some DM 500,000
(1RE 200,000) are needed lo secure
the ownership of the coltage for the
charilahle society Friends of the Ball
Collage.

This is the necessary requirement Lo
maintain the property and its use in
lhe way described above. With such
limited lime available, this task is an
“Fmergency Case”!

2. Permancenl preservalion of the
property

You can support the preservation of
the property with a single donation
or regular conlributions,
Contributions in kind (small car,
personal computer, telecommuni-
calion device ete.) can help to
facililate mobility and working
conditions of the artists. Details
would have lo be discussed with the
hoard ol artistic advisors to the
society.

3. Supporting membership in the
society Friends ol lhe Boll Cottage

As a supporling member of the
Friends of the Bill Coltage sociely,
you would donate an annual contri-
hution of at least DM 500 (IR£ 200)
to add to the fund from which the
regular grant for the arlists is
disbursed (cl. grant allocation
guidelines),

4, Sponsoring individual projects

Individual artists or projects could
be specilically supporied beyond the
regular grant with a personal stipend
or by covering necessary cxpenses
for the development of a project.

In such a case, the board of artistic
advisors o the sociely would be
happy o identify appropriate
projects. The expenditure for a
stipend covering all costs for an
artist's three week stay would amount
to some DM 5,000 (IRE 2,000)

. . Heinrich Ball Cottage

The lime pressure exerted by the
deadline antumn 2000 makes it
necessary to take relatively nnusual
slteps: We need [irm declarations

of inlent o contribute already now!
The establishment of the society has
been completed and the appointment
of the board of arlistic advisors will
be undertaken as soon as possible
and then ol course lax-deductible
receipts for any contribution can

be issued.

Friends of the Bdll Cottage

Chairman:

Erich Krieger

Am Miihlbach 5

79312 Emmendingen

Tel.: +49-(0)170-83 42 887
email: erich.krieger@rol3.com

Frankfurt, May 2000
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Heinrich Ball Cottage
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